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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


SLEEPY A BC board $2.00 
cloth $2.35 


Wonderfully enfolding, world within world, alphabet sayings for bed time. 
Margaret Wise Brown's imagination captures, quite completely, the sleepy, dreamy, good- 
night feelings of the young with definitions like "A is for Aaaah when a small kitten 
sighs", "I is for me who is going to bed", "V is for visions that dance in your head". 
There is a letter for each big page of pictures done in a cut-out technique and color- 
ed in brilliant pastels by Esphyr Slobodkina. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
JONATHAN $2.00 


What is obviously meant to be a little morality tale for children who bother 
pets turns out a saccharined rendition of a cat's first days in a new home- from his 
own point of view. Jonathan finds a soft life ruined when threatened with eviction 
for scratching Baby Peggy. Mother is ignorant of Jonathan's sufferings from Peggy's 
wandering hands, so the smart cat has to reform Peggy by hitting and not scratching, 
so there won't be any revealing evidence. Grey wash drawings by Beth Krush have their 
nice qualities but Peggy is too chubby and her parents- portly Mother who wears cuban 
heeled oxfords and a Yale-type Father- thin and tweed jacketed- seem curiously mis- 


matched. (3/12 IC: 52-11966) 


De Jong, Meindert Harper 
SHADRACH $2.50 


* As he writes more books Meindert De Jong's prose takes on more of the ex- 
citing rhythms and emotions that make it thrillingly close to life itself. In this 
he writes of his native Holland, a farm, and small Davie's ownership of his first pet- 
a black rabbit named Shadrach. Davie lives a tense, breathlessly active week before 
Shadrach's arrival. He ponders a name and knows that "Shadrach" sounds like “black”. 
He runs out to collect clover, only to be told by his big brother Rem that rabbits 
get "bloat" from that particular variety. When Shadrach comes, Davie loves and cares 
for him fervently, and when the rabbit is lost, goes through a hectic midnight search. 
Deepening the story is the astute but warmly related pattern of changing family rela- 
tionships as Davie matures as a person himself. Illustrated by Maurice Sendak. (4/29) 


White, Bessie F. Houghton, Mifflin 
A BEAR NAMED GRUMMS $2.50 


Sweden and the career of a remarkable bear who brought happiness and good 
fortune to the Krogs make an engaging first book by this author. At their poor coun- 
try home young Marit and Lars Krog one day discover Grumms who has wandered into their 
back yard. They care for him, Papa Krog teaches him to dance, and in a future that 
proves Grumms the new craze of the countryside and brings a fit of treacherous jeal- 
ousy from a rival dancing bear owner, the Krogs wind up with a command performance for 
the king in Stockholm. Curious as to what they should give Grumms in return, the 
Krogs free him in the forest- but are delighted when Grumms prefers them to the wilds. 
Sari's grey wash drawings are full and humorous. (3/9 LC: 52-11457) 
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Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE LITTLE RED FIRE ENGINE board $2.00 


cloth $2.35 r 


* The English novelist makes a successful jump to a juvenile, writing sagely and 
sympathetically of the trials of an outdated engine, its fireman Sam Trolley, and his 
horse Toby. In Britain in the village of Little Snoreing, the heydey of Sam, the engine, 
and Toby, is brought to an end by mean mayor Briggs of Much Snoreing, (the neighboring 
town) who has his own men and a new engine take over Sam's duties. Times are bad. But 
then one evening while everyone is carousing in Much Snoreing, Toby discovers a fire in 
a barn, wakes Sam who extinguishes it with his old engine and is reestablished. Full 
color cartoons,by Dorothy Craigie, give the engine real personality. (Publ. ) 


Greene, Graham 


Hurd, Edith Thacher Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
SOMEBODY'S HOUSE $2.00 


We have yet to see a child who doesn't get all excited at the whole process of 
house building- watching the foundations laid, running over floor frames, digging into 
putty left by friendly workmen. Here's a book to recapture the urge. Jimmy, Jenny and 
their parents get a new house in the country and have a warming time indeed as all the 
stages are accomplished. Fine to read aloud or for older brothers and sisters who know 
something about construction. Action and detail ring the rafters in Clement Hurd's draw- 


ings. Board. (Pubdl.) 


Giant Golcen Book Simon & Schuster 
$1.95 

Coatsworth, Elizabeth- THE GIANT GOLDEN BOOK OF CAT STORIES- With big, strongly 
colored pictures- by Feodor Rojankovsky- undeniably beckoning on each page, thirty-five 
original tales of cats and kittens in all kinds of real to fairy tale happenings so dear 
to the hearts of their fanciers. Cats at sea, pussies in New England, Muff the kitten's 
lobster lesson, a kitten in India who grew into a tiger, are some of the charmers. Per- 
fect specimen of an ever popular genre. Paper over board. 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
ea. 25¢/35¢ 


Jackson, Kathryn- PUSS IN BOOTS- An acceptable re-do of the often told classic 
in which the crafty cat clinches Caraba's fortune by getting in good with the King and 
outsmarting the ogre. Pleased, Puss lives happily ever after with Caraba and the Princess. 
Comic distortion and luscious color used to advantage in pictures by J. P. Miller. 


Nast, Elsa Ruth- FUN WITH DECALS- A gadget book with a page of decals inside the 
front cover and a story that banks on a day spent at home due to a rained out picnic. Dad, 
Mother, Ty, Susie and Julie all do chores in the morning, eat their picnic in the kitchen, 
then have fun with decals in the afternoon. Pictures by Corinne Malvern are sensuously 
rounded, colorful and rather glamorous. 


Nast, Elsa Ruth- HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY- A cut-out book as well as a story, 
this has pages of invitations, placecards, table decorations, games like pin the tail on 
the donkey, that can be scissored out and pasted up for an eight person party. The book 
follows Molly and her mother as they do each of these things, and comic illustrations by 
Retta Worcester are very gay. The additional pages bring up the price to 35¢. 


Stern, Alan & Pray, Rupert- BIL BAIRD'S WHISTLING WIZARD- TV watchers who know 
the program Bil Baird's Whistling Wizard will buy a book based on it. Tricked by the 





Spider Lady, Whistling Wizard is made captive in her palace. But a faithful elf sends a 
for a boy, J. P., and his horse Heathcliff, from the real world and together they perform 

the rescue. Brightly colored pictures by Mel Crawford have an elfin quality fine for the 

fairy tale. 
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Barnum, Jay Hyde Morrow 
THE LITTLE OLD TRUCK $2.00 


* This story about truck drivers in an emergency and one truck in particular 
is proof of the fact that unpretentious and straightforward realism is a natural part 
of a beginning reader's library. Bill who owns run-down Susie is just a little sorry 
for himself when he sees Slim's big, shiny trailer outfit. Through the day, Bill's 
chores are the ordinary things- delivering a calf, ice cream for a party, hauling a 
fallen tree off a storm washed road- and Susie accomplishes them all. But at night, 
when the storm has disabled Slim's trailer, Bill and Susie have their biggest chance 
and deliver the trailer's cargo of strawberries to the city. The author's blue, yel- 
low and grey wash drawings- of the men in the diner, the trucks on the road- are as 
actual as life. (4/15 Le: 52-12112) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Bonner, M. G. Knopf 
THE DUGOUT MYSTERY $2.50 


Summertime baseball doings on the Eastern seaboard and a mistaken theft are 
the stuff of a good mystery that keeps up suspense and good character portrayals to the 
end. Lefty, Pep and the rest of the Young Yankees want to beat their rivals the Young 
Dodgers so as to play a championship game with a team from another town- but they are 
dispirited when the money saved for uniforms disappears from their dugout. Detective 
work uncovers a prowler as a possible suspect, but the real culprit turns out to be 
Cocky, a boy who had pitched for the Dodgers last summer and been kicked out because 
he was a braggart. Jealousy made him want to tamper with the Yankees’ records for 
his own former team, but unknowingly he took the money box instead. Full confession 
clears him honorably. Illustrations by Jonathan David are razor sharp and full of 
action. (5/11) 


Everyday Science Stories Messner 


4 Le 1s $1.60 


* These five books inaugurate a new series that Messner plans to continue with 
four to six books each season for the early grades. Like the fveryday Adventure Stories, 
they are appealing episodes built around facts and have suspenseful plots leading up to 
appropriate climaxes. With reliable editorial assistance and surprisingly uncontrived 
writing to their credit,- in view of the limitations imposed by the need to impart in- 
formation- they will make good classroom and supplementary reading material not, how- 
ever, to be compared with more solid texts for their facts can get lost in the plots. 
Essentially readable, they'll also be good question and answer material. Reinforced 
cloth bindings. 


Bechdolt, Jack- OLIVER SOUNDS OFF!- With crusty humor and some real drama, 
this is a believable little farce about young Oliver Ott of Harmony Village who likes 
to invent things and comes up by accident with a new fire alarm for the town. Ol's 
pals, smart Adele and dumb Link, form the vocal backdrop forhis fantastic to sensible 
doings. He starts with an unworkable flying bicycle, but then in more down to earth 
experiments comes up with a workable siren disk whose sound is amplified by the use 
of his mother's vacuum cleaner. Corny, but it's a good ear. Illustrated by Ralph 
Ramstad. 


Blane, Gertrude- FLOWER BOX SURPRISE- For a story with as many of the ele- 
ments about planting a window garden as this- a warmly emotional tale with an ending 
as big as the tree that results. Carol who lives in New York's lower east side dreams - 
of a small garden and finally gets some seeds and a box full of soil from a friend who 
works for the City Parks Department. During growth, all sorts of things happen to the 
box- tar is spilt, there is a marauding cat, watering is neglected over a long weekend. 
One plant does survive, grows up large and at a school exhibit a lecturer from the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens identifies it as a castor bean tree. Sensitive drawings 
by Louis Zansky. 
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Bloomgarden, Lee- SKINNY JOINS THE CIRCUS- Circus-wise and nutrition-wise there is 
a continuous stream of interesting happenings after Chet flies back from a post-earth- 
quake famine in South America to join his uncle, the circus press agent. From the boy ee 
rider Sonny, he learns about tricks and animals. But it is Coco the cook who badgers him 
into eating the right food to fill out his skinny frame. Chet learns about carbohydrates 
and proteins, carnivores and omnivores in time to prevent the tigers' escape by throwing 
some meat into their cage. Pictures by Raymond Creekmore. 


Sootin, Harry- THE MARVELOUS MAGNET- The alarm theme again, this time with burg- 
lars instead of fire as the goad, and coupled with some absorbing doings with electro-mag- 
nets and ham radios. Kenneth, well on his way towards becoming an absent minded inventor, 
works around with magnets and tubes, helps his sister when she has to give a report on mag- 
nets in school, finally comes up with a small bell alarm that proves a thief has entered 
their house and as a reward, is promised a transmitter kit. This one has its humor too. 


Illustrated by William Hutchinson. 


Thayer, Peter- THE HUNGRIEST ROBIN- Intended for a slightly younger audience than 
the others, this falls flat by way of being too ridiculous in its simplicity. When a robin 
falls out of its nest and is injured, young Denny nurses it for a few weeks. Well enough 
to fly south by migration time, Robert nevertheless is too weak for the whole trip, returns 
to Denny. But Robert gets south anyway- by airplane. Denny gets the idea, and so the town 
mayor phones to the mayor of Palm City, Fla. and Robert's passage is arranged. Illustra- 
ted by Kathleen Elgin. 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert Messner 
THE VICTORY DRUM $2.75 


Idealistic historical fiction that tells of young Benny Lemoyne's stint as drum- 

mer with Col. George Rogers Clark's march on the British fort at Vincennes in 1778-9. When > 

the regular drummer is disabled at Kaskaskia, Benny's home, Benny is given the post and 

marches north. On the 240 mile trek he has a bout with a buffalo hunt and some treacher- 

ous Miamis, nearly losing his drum, but escapes and is in on the victory. Neatly told but 

rather a repeat on the theme of George Armour Sentman's Drummer of Vincennes published as 

a Winston Adventure Book last year. (p. 262) Pleasing drawings by Lorence F. Bjorklund. 

(4/4) ee 
2? Wyndham, Lee piSoer Wind 

SILVER YANKEE ~$2.50 


Perk, the twelve year old daughter of an expert on Americana, is the center of 
a story with a rather distastefully commercial theme that is set on a South Carolina Plan- 
tation. Perk's father, Mr. Hilton, is commissioned by the Plantation Silver Company, a 
wealthy eastern concern, to renovate the Pomeroy estate as an advertising promotion plan | 
for Plantation Silverware. Old Mrs. Pomeroy, forced to let her home be taken over as the 
only means of salvaging it, is leery of the newcomers and still in a Civil War frame of | 
mind. So are her two grandchildren, particularly Lorrie, the one who is Perk's contempor- 
ary. They scrap their way through the reconstruction, mostly over long dead north-south 
issues, but in the end things are patched up for the opening lawn party complete with per- 
iod costumes. Drawings by Janet Smalley are neat but undramatic. (4/6 LC: 52-12895) | 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


McNeer, May Abingdon -Cokesbury 
MARTIN LUTHER $2.50 


* A splendid biography- sympathetic, simple yet exact to detail, and enlightening 
as to the forces outside and within himself that made Luther one of the great founders of 
the Reformation. Throughout, there is a natural unrolling of events with no attempt to 
glorify or soft pedal either side. Luther's turn towards religion and a monk's life was 
the natural outcome of a then logical fear of God, thirst for knowledge of the Bible, love 
for humanity; his anger towards Roman Catholic practices justly evoked when his questioning 
mind saw the horrors of indulgences and the lack of faith in Christ. Theological clarity 
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is complemented by a very readable narrative. There are colorful descriptions. of 
childhood, student days, the book burning, the tension at Worms, his pleasant marriage 
to the ex-nun Katherine von Bora. Many dramatic pictures in glowing colors by Lynd 
Ward add to the excellence. (5/11) 


Fenton, Carroll Lane & John Day 
Mildred Adams RICHES FROM THE EARTH $2.75 


By an author- illustrator team who have done related books (focks and Their 
Stories Doubleday, 1951, p. 294) a splendidly organized and satisfactorily explanatory 
study of rocks, ores and minerals. At the start, the difference between these three 
classifications sets the stage for descriptions of their particular manifestations. 
There are twenty-eight in all from aluminum to zinc, all of them familiar and of im- 
portance in everyday life, all described with reference to their discovery, make up, 
history, refining processes, practical uses. And an important part of the book- a 
section explaining elements and compounds- comes roughly 4 quarter of the way through, 
after good orientation has already been accomplished with specific examples. Good 
detail in the authors' line drawings. (3/19 IC: 52-12684) 


Kyle, Elizabeth Houghton, Mifflin 
THE CAPTAIN'S HOUSE $2.75 


Some of the same characters of the author's Holly Hotel (1947, p.217) appear 
again in this Scottish mystery pleasantly charged with the atmosphere of the heath, 
the brogue and a bit of foreign intrigue. Mollie Maitland and her mother who live 
outside Whistleblow are agog when the famous engineer Sir Denzil Fortescue and his fa- 
mily move into the supposedly haunted Captain's House. Suspense mounts when the leg- 
end of the Captain's murdered cabin boy seems borneout in the person of a young boy 
the Fortescues are secretly harboring. Two mysterious foreigners come. There are 
skirmishes, a capture and the discovery that they are from Danubia, the country of 
Sir Denzil's latest project, and have been sent as members of an insurgent group to 
capture the prime minister's son who is the boy in refuge at the Fortescues. Final 
danger is removed with the news of the prime minister's resignation after accomplish- 
ing what he had set out to do. Vigor and tension in Cheslie D'Andrea's line drawings. 
(Pub. LC: 52-11452) 


Prud'hommeaux, Rene Viking 
THE EXTRA HAND $2.50 


By a writer with a record highly readable and truly adult adventures for 
young readers (The Port of Missing Men, The Sunken Forest), a jewel mystery theft 
that moves with the sleight of hand quickness needed to solve it. A small but fancy 
eastern resort and a nearby sanitarium background the story set around Richard and 
Johnny, two young brothers spending the summer with the Eastrum family not far from 
the resort- Ishno Lake. The people Richard and Johnny meet are in small time show 
business. There are the magician Mr. Drayton, and his daughter Belinda, also at the 
Eastrum's, who are waiting for nearly cured Mrs. Drayton's discharge from the sanitar- 
ium. The Drayton's badgering Aunt Mabel arrives for a stay at Ishno and objects when 
& proposed performance of magic at the resort may shed light on her show-lady past. 
The show is finally given. Then Richard's suspicions of Aunt Mabel's queer chauffeur 
flower when a brazen theft is committed during the performance and the culprit found 


* to be the chauffeur's brother posing as sanitarium patient. Suspense all the way. 


Illustrated by Raymond Abel. (4/7) 


Land of the Free Series Winston 
$2.75 


Oakes, Vanya- DESERT HARVEST- The lives of Japanese immigrants in a new 
country- farmers in California in the last century- characterized with sympathy and 
perception. Taro, a boy from Hiroshima, joins his uncle Kato who is still a laborer 
near Fresno but on the point of buying his own farm in the dry area near Livingston. 
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The problems of Kato, Taro and their community are complex. Taro wants to learn English, 
but conventional Kato who has seen a lot of American rudeness and hostility, forbids it 
in favor of the old customs. In a drought, irrigation projects are thwarted by a couple 
of jealous white troublemakers. Fortunately Taro makes friends with Americans who under- 
stand his life, open ways to increased tolerance and through farming aids, help native 
Japanese ability find expression. Drawings by Isami Kashiwagi. (5/11) 


Miller, Mark Winston 
WHITE CAPTIVE OF THE SIOUX $2.50 


A rather dull, traditional story of pioneer captivity and escape centered on an 
orphaned boy's attempt to get to his brother in Missouri. Just a couple of days out of 
Fort Dearborn on a wagon train, Dave Cameron is abandoned, falls into Sioux hands. He goes 
through all the threats and narrow escapes, makes friends with one young Indian, enemy with 
another, discovers a white girl captive younger than himself and with her, finally escapes 
to join trappers heading down the Missouri River towards Independence. Drawings by George 
Avison have some excellent detail. (4/20 LC: 52-12897) 


Silliman, Leland Winston 
GOLDEN CLOUD IN TEXAS $2.50 


* A swell one for the horse lovers, this is a sequel to "Golden Cloud” (1950, 
p. 471) with more adventures of the palomino filly and of Orrin Toler who came to his own 
here while working at Blacky Martin's Oklahoma ranch. Blackie is again faced with a dream 
about to be shattered- when lack of funds means he can't develop the line of horses he 
wants. But a chance, coupled with intrigue, for Orrin and Golden Cloud to win H. C. Wood- 
ward's Palomino of the Year contest, materializes and climaxes in a tense show that makes 
the possibility of further ranching a strong reality. Graceful movement characterizes 


Pers Crowell's supple drawings. (4/27 LC: 52-12898) 7 
Winston Adventure Books Winston 
4/20 Ea. $1.50 


Boesch, Mark- THE LAWLESS LAND- Rather unlike other books in the series (see 1952, 
p. 260-261 for comment on the series as a whole) this one takes a typical incident, in a 
period and not a historical event. Vigilante action during the opening up of Montana is 
told through the lives of the Shelby's settlers near Bannock City. They help capture a 
road gang operating against both the gold prospecters nearby, and the farmers. The gang 
head turns out to be the sheriff and action is taken. But yarns and repetitions tend to 
deaden the adventure here. Pleasing sketches by Lorence F. Bjorklund. (LC: 52-13524) 


Bothwell, Jean- THE LOST COLONY- A change of scene by an author who has written 
mostly about India- this is a well defined and often exciting reconstruction of a famous 
historical puzzler- the Roanoke settlement of 1587. The story is centered around young 
Humphrey Hall who escapes from a tyrannical uncle in England to sail with Raleigh's colon- 
ists, the Dares and Governor White. The ship's treacherous Portuguese navigator Simon 
Ferdinando, engineers a landing at Roanoke more suitable to his purposes than the afore- - 
destined Chesapeake, and there they settle. There is double trouble with the Indians 
whose loyalties have been partially diverted by a previous British misdeed- and with the 
Spaniards through their agent Simon, but the colonists are left, if not with a secure fu- 
ture, at least with a victory when they blow up a Spanish ship returning to plague them. 
Drawings by Edward F. Cortese have good perspective but messy details. (LC: 52-12893) 


Darby, Claire- BRAVE ENTURE- The lives of the Popham colonists who settled at 
the mouth of the Kennebec River in Maine in 1607- and in particular of young Martin Callard 
an orphan raised by Sir John Popham- realistically portrayed. After sailing from England, 
Martin's friendship with Skecoworos, the Indian who had been taken captive on a previous ® 
trip and was now being returned, helps pave the way for friendly relations and more adven- 
ture. During a settlement fraught with hardships, Martin and flighty Hal who learns a 
lesson in responsibility, go on explorations, and there is a large excursion to trade with 
Skecoworos' people. There is a hopeful Thanksgiving, too, even though the colony was 
doomed to fail soon. Floyd Torbert's drawings have some dramatic angles. (IC: 52-12894 ) 
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Chambers, Maria Christina- BOY HEROES OF CHAPULTAPEC- A light novel about 
the patriotic death of the seven cadets at Chapultapec Military College just before the 
end of the Mexican War in 1847. Domingo, son of a rich hacienda owner Don Luis, is the 
principle cadet, but rather than his story, it is the adventures of fourteen year old 
Pedro, one of Don Luis' peons and a friend of Domingo's. Among a string of deeds fan- 
tastic for his age, Pedro organizes the hacienda's workers in time to join Gen. Scott: 
after Don Luis and family have fled, goes with the Americans to Mexico City, and at the 
siege is seconds too late to save his young master Domingo from jumping off a Chapulta- 
pec wall. Obscurity of issues- for example the exact reasons why the cadets refused to 
leave their fort- and heavy emphasis on American virtues versus the vices of Santa 
Anna, weaken historical value in an otherwise fast mowing account. Drawings by Joseph 
Krush. (4/20) 


Macdonald,Zillah K.- COURAGE TO COMMAND- Exciting mystery enters naturally 
into a fine story about the siege and capture of loyal Boston colonists of Louisburg 
on Cape Breton Island in the mouth of the St. Lawrence, thirty years before Bunker Hill. 
‘Young Caleb whose people are shippers, is well aware of the danger from French attacks 
on colonial merchantmen. One evening on his way to help loading at the wharves, he 
finds a map showing French gun placements. After telling Col. William Pepperell, 
Caleb goes with the Colonel's troops as drummer boy, to the successful attack at Cape 
Breton. Subsequently, Shubael a familiar Boston marine supplier is found a traitor. 
Good historical fiction and some startling perspectives in Harve Stein's illustrations 
add drama. 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - NON-FICTION 


Fowler, H. Weller Jr. Barnes 
KITES | $1.75 


For him who would like to know a little bit more than how to make and fly 
elementary types of kites, an authoritative book about them that begins with history 
and ends with a list of additional source material. Theories of kite flying, construc- 
tion and materials for general types- and the more particular types themselves from 
tailless two stickers or malay to the tetrathedral; manipulation of parts and actual 
flying, fancy kites, novelties and tournaments- make up the balance. Francis A. 
Williams's diagrams should help clarify building and design. Specialized. (Publ. 

LC: 52-11910) 


Paulmier, Hilah- Fd. Knopf 
ABE LINCOLN $3.00 


A well known authority on Lincolniana compiles an anthology of short selec- 
tions that trace the course of Lincoln's life and represent sixty-two writers. Poems, 
notably three by Walt Whitman, have been included as well as the two inaugural address- 
es and other well known speeches and quotations. Brief as they are, the pieces and 
poems are so placed as to give a warm, varied biographical view. Smartly illustrated 
by Lee Ames. (5/11) 


Schoor, Gene & Messner 
Gilfond, Henry CHRISTY MATHEWSON $2.75 


"Baseball's Greatest Pitcher" receives tribute in a rhetorical biography that 
portrays an idol rather than a man. As a boy in Factoryville,Pennsylvania, "Husk" ama- 
zed older players with his throwing. After studying at Bucknell University he was soon 
launched into the career that saw him as a star player for the Giants, but which was 
tragically shortlived when tuberculosis forced retirement to Saranac. A premature at- 
tempt to work again- as manager of the Boston Braves- caused his death. Undoubtedly 
Mathewson was a great athlete with a great spirit and if the reader doesn't mind being 
told this over and over again, the book about him is adequate. (4/ 
af 
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Larsen, Egon Roy 
RADAR WORKS LIKE THIS $2.00 



































Mr. Larsen who wrote Men Who Changed the World- &@ group of biographies of —— 
inventors- tackles the problem of explaining the elements of radar. Surveys of the function 
and elements of radar, its role in WW II, its waves, details of its many uses at sea and 
in the air end in such occupations as weather forecasting and astronomy make up the frame- 
work of the book, in addition to which there are suggestions for radar training. His ap- 

roach is British, drawing in large part on English ships and harbors, the London air 
blitz, as exemplary material. Many careful line drawings and diagrams by Charles Green 
add to the reliable informations (Publ. ) 


Pinelli, Babe- as told to Westminster 
King, Joe MR. UMP $2.50 


What makes a good umpire? Especially one who had to overcome "firecrackers" 
in his blood stream in order to keep fireworks from the field as a wearer of the blue 
suit. Babe Pinelli tells all in a slangy, jocose yet level headed life story that takes 
him from sand lot days around San Francisco, through short short stop stints with the 
Pacific Coast League, season with the majors, marriage, the decision to try umpiring for 
a secure future. With a temper to overcome as a factor, his experiences as a major 
league referee carry some good innings and outs for the fans. (4/13 LC: 52-12764) 


Smith, Robert World 
: HEROES OF BASEBALL $2.50 


Short cut, spic and span biographical sketches of the game's greats who played 
before the present generation was born. Alexander Cartwright who invented baseball from 
round ball and “one hole cat" when New York City was young; Dickey Pearce who bunted the 
first bunt in 1850 and revolutionized field tactics; Albert G. Spalding who made the 
balls, the bats, the mits and the gloves- are a few of the many mentioned. There are 
some present day well knowns like Babe Ruth and Jackie Robinson. Fine history for the 
enthusiast. (4/6 Lc: 52-1324) 





NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Graham, Shirley Messner 
JEAN BAPTISTE POINT DE SABLE $2.75 


| A half-breed from Santo Domingo, Jean Baptiste Point De Sable, became the 
founder of Chicago, where he lived just before the American Revolution. His life as a 
pioneering fur trader who came to Louisiana in 1764 and headed up the Mississippi to 
become the friend of Great Lakes Indians, has been little studied and recognized. Here 
a sensitive biographer follows his deeds in clean historical perspective. Born on Santo 
Domingo as the son of a French sailor and a Negro, Jean Baptiste was sent to school in 
France when he was eleven. A decade later he sailed for the new world. From New Orleans, 
where he was a victim of race prejudice, he trekked north to St. Louis and on to Lake 
Michigan, befriending on the way the great chief Pontiac and later marrying into the 
Potawatomie tribe and settling with them at their place- Eschikagou. There he establish- 
ed the first makings of a city, and stayed to see his children settled before he returned 
to St. Louis. Force of narrative pays tribute to a diligent founder who should be more 


widely known than he is. (4/ & 
2 \ 





